
Castleton Dig 2015 - Update Saturday 6th June 

In the twelve days since the last update, the main focus of attention has been the Spital 

Field. It hasn’t been possible to dig any more test pits and we hope that access will still be 

available to these next year! On the Spital Field, it’s become obvious that there is nothing 

whatsoever of archaeological interest in the eastern trench closest to the gate, and it has 

been backfilled and re-turfed. However the other two trenches have been interesting in 

very different ways. 

A drain to dye for 

The drain discovered in the trench that crosses the “Holloway” and the drain found during 

last year’s dig have been the subject of some experimentation, with the aim of finding out 

the route of the water running in them. Last year the Environment Agency put us in contact 

with Professor John Gunn who is a water management expert. To cut a long story short, he 

very kindly came along this week and poured a lot of fluorescent dye down the drains (the 

2015 drain was still open, and a plastic pipe leads to the 2014 drain). A number of 

volunteers waited on the bank of Peaks Hole Water to see the dye discharge into the river, 

20 minutes later. The experiment also showed that the E-W 2014 drain connects to the N-S 

2015 drain. Before John Gunn got to the scene, however, we had tried our own “preliminary 

experiment” using red food dye and a hand shovel with Kleenex tissue on it placed in the 

drain (to pick up the dye)….. needless to say it didn’t work, presumably because there 

simply wasn’t enough dye to see it, but it was a nice idea. See some photos on the blog and 

thanks to Ken Dash for those of the fluorescent dye tracking. So in this case, we actually 

have some answers to questions. It’s still not clear when the drains were built, as we have 

little dating evidence – but perhaps they were built at the same time as the turnpike road in 

the 1750s, or when improvements were made to the turnpike about 50 years later.  

Progress on the burial ground 

The objective was to gain more information as to the extent of the burial area found last 

year (in a trench with perhaps up to 12 burials). This year a further two burials have been 

found, to the north of the 2014 site. One of these has been partially excavated but neither 

has been removed. Possible foundations to a wide wall were also further exposed; the wall 

was first seen in an earlier dig, but as yet there is no evidence to date it as medieval. 

Artefacts from the site this year have included a lot of rusty nails (again) – possibly 

indicating demolition activity such as might have occurred around the time of the hospital’s 

final days in the 1500s, part of a metal dish, and various sherds of pottery and roof tiles. 

Also, a beautiful flint which Tim says is probably early Neolithic and doesn’t help in any way 

in interpreting the hospital site, but is lovely thing to find anyway.  

We still don’t have any dating evidence for the site but hope to soon have radiocarbon 

dating performed on some of the burials. 



Most of the trenches are now back-filled. It’s been a very productive dig this year, and as 

usual great fun to work with Colin and team from Sheffield University including supervisors 

Eileen, Tim, Lee, Yvette, and Anna the osteologist. Thanks also to all the volunteers who 

have turned out to help, and especially to all those really helpful local residents who have 

allowed us access to their land, gardens, and barns, and parking space for vehicles.  

Angela for Castleton Historical Society 


