
Castleton – 2015 Dig 

Update Sunday 17th May 

The 2015 dig has got off to a racing start, 

but admittedly the weather’s been mostly 

good. So far, after a week of work, there 

are now three trenches in progress on the 

Spital Field, and three behind the 

Methodist Chapel on the site of New Hall 

(demolished a few years before the Chapel 

was built in the 1880s). In addition, two 

test pits have been dug and back-filled in 

the garden of Russ and Angie on Buxton Road.  

The dig began on Monday (11th May) – Colin and Lee brought 23 first-year Archaeology 

students from Sheffield University out to Castleton in two mini-buses, and together with a 

number of volunteers they set to work on two trenches on Spital Field. One lies roughly 

parallel to the road and is designed to investigate 

the construction of the “causeway” that crosses 

the holloway that runs from the main road in the 

direction of Peaks Hole Water. The objective of 

the second which is on a bank to the east of the 

holloway is to test the boundary of the burial 

ground discovered last year. A third trench was 

begun today on the scheduled monument. 

 

The three trenches on the New Hall site have 

been placed to investigate the building that before demolition ran north-south down from 

the main hall to the main road.  

The test pits at Russ and Angie’s house revealed 

a number of finds including a lot of butchered 

animal bones, a bakelite door knob (!) and 

fragments of glass bottles that might have come 

from the old Speedwell Café.  

Going around the various dig sites in the village, 

it has struck me how (despite the occasional 

rain) scenically beautiful they are, especially at 

this time of year. 

Sam & Colin deturfing 

Finds from Russ’s test pit 

Archaeology is really tough 


