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The talk began with a brief general introduction to hospitals and the religious context in the lives of 
people in the medieval period. The establishment of hospitals for the caring of people who were less 
fortunate including the very sick and elderly was seen as an opportunity to avoid or reduce the time 
spent in purgatory by the benefactors. The provision of a chapel allowed for services and prayers to 
be said on behalf of the benefactor by the inmates who being poorly were thought to be closer to God. 
It was likely that a cemetery may have been associated with a chapel. It is in this context that a 
relatively small hospital and chapel may have developed at Castleton, and the research and 
archaeology that has taken place with the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund over a 7 year period 
has attempted to locate. 
 

Colin summarised the archaeological activity over this period 
which progressed from non-intrusive geophysical surveys, 
resistivity and magnetometry in the earlier years to more recent 
excavation work. Whilst very little physical evidence was 
forthcoming initially from the various trenches dug in 2010-11, 
latterly, from 2012-13, there have been more interesting 
discoveries. These include evidence of lead smelting, burning 
areas, various walls and a small amount of human bones. In 
2013 evidence of several possible grave cuts were found, to be 
further explored in 2014. 

 
In conclusion, whilst the current evidence is tantalising in 
that the whereabouts of the hospital cannot be definitely 
pinpointed, the body of evidence increasingly indicates 
that the hospital must exist in the near vicinity even if not 
in the actual scheduled area. It could be beneath the 
road, or even in Losehill Hall caravan site. Only time and 
further archaeology will reveal the hard facts. 
 
For those members and visitors present who have been 
involved in the archaeology, this was a very welcome 
opportunity to bring the project fully up to date in a very 
interesting and entertaining talk.  
 
Further details of the project, as well as an illustrated 
booklet, can be found on the Castleton Historical website 
www.castletonhistorical.co.uk.  
 
This year the dig will begin on June 21

st
 and will run 

for 4 weeks. If you wish to get involved (no 
experience required!) please contact Angela 
Darlington on 01433620281 or by email at 
amstafford@hotmail.co.uk  
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