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John began his talk by explaining the background to his research that has come out of the Joint 
Project between Castleton and Hope Historical Societies exploring the “Lives of the Common People”.  
Using archive records from Lichfield and elsewhere, the wills and inventories were photographed and 
then painstakingly transcribed. There were altogether 74 wills and 87 inventories from this period to 
look at. Inventories were required by Canon Law, where the estate was thought to be valued in excess 
of £5. A minimum of two appraisers were appointed, sometimes more. Only movables were noted, like 
goods, cattels (livestock) and chattels, whilst property and land were not included. On the other hand 
debts were listed in detail.. Unfortunately, as John explained it was difficult to relate the many names 
that were mentioned in the documents to actual places.  There were two gentleman, John Eyre and 
Roland Mortwood from Hope and Castleton respectively, ten Yeoman and twelve Husbandman, there 
were also nine women mentioned. From Parish Records of Hope, about 30 to 40 people died each 
year with peaks in late winter and spring. The usual causes of death were plague, influenza and 
smallpox, but at this time of the mini ice age, famine was also a factor in occasional high annual death 
rates. Around 1629 it was particularly bad because the wool price collapsed and there was also a big 
increase in the price of grain causing immense hardship. An interesting example of early 
banking/money lending was described from the inventory of Elizabeth Sanderson 1630 from Hope. It 
described how she had owed to her £129.17s.11d, and had goods and chattels valued at £19.18s.8d. 
Almost everyone had animals mainly sheep and cattle. John provided indicative illustrations of the 
breeds of animals that might have been owned, some very different from those we now see around. 
Generally the value of the animals rose throughout the period with a particular spike for horses at the 
end of the period, which may have been the result of the civil war. John noted of particular surprise the 
mention of only one lead miner although five inventories indicated a shared occupation of lead miner 
and husbandman. The depth of the research was obvious and John’s enthusiasm showed with much 
evidence of reading around the subject for additional information. It was a very interesting talk and 
enjoyed by all present. A vote of thanks was given by Angela Darlington. 
 
Further details of the project including an illustrated booklet, a self guided trail leaflet and an Audio 
Trail can be found on the Castleton Historical website www.castletonhistorical.co.uk. 
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